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Scholarship Winners Announced

Over the last twenty years, the Awareness Garden
Foundation has awarded over $150,000 to deserving
students in Lynchburg and its surrounding counties
whose lives have been impacted by cancer or who
intend to pursue a cancer related career. Part of the
strategic vision of the Awareness Garden Foundation
is to increase the amount of funding awarded to
students. To that end, the Board nearly doubled this
year's scholarship funding. Out of a talented
applicant pool, five recipients were selected. We
congratulate them and wish them the best in
college.
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Reese Anticil - Timberlake Christian High School
Connor Britton - Jefferson Forest High School
Victoria Coles - Liberty High School

Caitlyn Hall - Rustburg High School

Johanna Heddings - Rustburg High School

Applications for 2027 scholarships will be available
this fall on the Awareness Garden website, from high
school guidance counselors and through Beacon of
Hope. For more information please contact us at:
info@awarenessgarden.org
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Spotlight: Connor Britton

For many students, senior year
is a time of celebrating
friendships and looking toward
the future. For Awareness
Garden scholarship recipient
Connor Britton, it also became
an opportunity to give back to
a place close to his heart.

When Connor was a baby, his father, Jon, was
diagnosed with stage IV tonsillar cancer. Despite a
difficult prognosis, Jon overcame the disease with
the support of his family. A brick in the Awareness
Garden honors his journey.

Fast forward to the spring of 2026. Connor was a
senior captain of the Jefferson Forest lacrosse team,
a standout athlete who will continue his lacrosse
career at Division || powerhouse Catawba College.
And his father was there for every practice and
game, serving as an assistant coach for the team.
While Connor was too young to remember the
details of Jon's arduous cancer journey, he has
always known his father as a survivor and warrior.

Connor was one of a few student volunteers serving
refreshments at the annual Lighting of the Garden
ceremony, and knew he wanted to contribute in a
larger way before leaving Lynchburg for college.
Recognizing the platform he had through Jefferson

Britton -continued on page 2


mailto:info@awarenessgarden.org

Garden Expansion Takes Shape

Our long-awaited Garden expansion is underway!
Crews are hard at work creating a new network of
paths that will wind around and above the existing
Garden, offering visitors fresh perspectives and new
places for reflection. Landscape architect Cabell
Crowther and his team have sourced river-smoothed
boulders that define pathways, create scenic
overlooks, and stabilize areas vulnerable to erosion.
A stone stairway connecting the upper and lower
trail systems has now been installed and serves as a
focal point of the expansion.

Bringing this vision to life—and being responsible
stewards of the funds raised through our Growing
Gratitude Capital Campaign—requires careful
planning and coordination. We are deeply grateful to
Charlie Evans of Coleman Adams, Kevin Motley of
Evergreen Landscaping, Cabell Crowther, and our
own Shep Nowlin for their leadership, expertise, and
dedication throughout the project.

We invite you to visit the Garden and see the
progress for yourself. For your safety, please respect
all construction barriers and enjoy the work from the
existing Garden pathways.

If you would like to be part of this historic project,
please scan the Awareness Garden Donations QR
code or visit our Growing Gratitude campaign page.
Gifts of every size are welcome and appreciated.

One of the 8-foot tall
sculptural trees will be placed here.

Britton (continued)

Forest lacrosse, Connor rallied his teammates and
coaches around a special cause game with the goal
of raising both awareness and funds for the
Awareness Garden.

Wearing pink for the April 16 “laCROSSe OUT
CANCER" game against Franklin County, the team
raised an incredible $6,000 for the Awareness
Garden. We congratulate Connor on leading this
successful endeavor and are deeply grateful to the
fans whose generosity made it possible.

Spring Dedication - May 17

On a warm Sunday afternoon, 32 bricks were dedicated in

honor and memory of loved ones. Ginger Paris and the
Lynchburg City Schools Strings set a beautiful tone with
their music, followed by a dedication from Dennis Roberts,
Pastor of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church. Also on display were
32 engraved leaves of gratitude and remembrance, which
will soon be installed on two eight-foot-tall sculptural trees.

Awareness Garden Donations

Or, visit
AwarenessGarden.org/growing-gratitude

www.awarenessgarden.org
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What the Garden Means to Me

A personal relfection by Leslie McPhatter

Long before the Blackwater
Creek Trail became the vibrant
rail-to-trail system we know
today, my dad would take me
there in the early 1990s when
it was little more than a goat
path. Even then—before the
pavement and before lights
illuminated the tunnel—it felt special.

In June 1996, my office moved just a quarter mile
from the Ed Page trailhead, and for nearly 30 years
I've met friends for a lunchtime run. As a mother
raising three daughters while my husband
frequently traveled for work, midday runs became
my opportunity to recharge and maintain balance.
Over the years, we've logged thousands of miles
on the trails and roads around the Ed Page
entrance to the Blackwater Creek Trail.

When the Awareness Garden was established at
the trailhead in 2003, it added another layer of
beauty and meaning to a place already dear to so
many in Lynchburg. But it was after losing both of
my parents to cancer — my father in 2013 and my
mother in 2018 — that the garden’s importance
came into sharp focus.

Today, my parents are honored in the Garden with
bluestones, and | find comfort in stopping at the
end of a run to reflect and feel connected to them.
In recent years, our running group has also lost
three dear friends. We chose to memorialize each
of them with pavers in the place where we shared
so many miles and memories together.

Lynchburg truly has a gem in the heart of our city
— a place that offers peace, remembrance, and
hope to those grieving loved ones, celebrating
survivors, or supporting family and friends through
difficult diagnoses and recovery journeys. And
perhaps there is no sweeter sound than hearing the
bell ring for another cancer success story.

Annual Golf Tournament
Monday, October 5 at Boonsboro Country Club

Join us for the 2026 Awareness Garden Golf
Classic, the Awareness Garden Foundation’s
signature fundraising event. Held on Boonsboro
Country Club's championship golf course, this
special day of golf, fellowship, and community
support helps fund the ongoing care and
operations of the Awareness Garden.

This year's tournament will be played in memory of
Leslie Spiegel, a devoted supporter of the
Awareness Garden and its first Board Chair.
Whether you participate as
a sponsor, player, or both,
your support directly
impacts the Garden's
mission and helps ensure
this meaningful community
resource continues to serve
generations to come.

To become a tournament sponsor and/or
to register a team, click the images below:
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Questions? Email us at
info@awarenessgarden.org.

Awareness Garden Board of Directors

2026 - 2027

Price Blair Shep Nowlin

Daniel Bradway Sarah Scruggs Reddell
Lisa Haibach Todd Redden
Elizabeth Hutter Lauren Ross

LuAnn Hunt Anne Royer

Sally Horner James Dorie Smiley

Amy Kowalski Caitlin Tester

Kellli LaPrade Kay Vaughan

Steve Lydzinski
Foundation Director - Mary Stuart Battle

Awareness Garden: 1700 Langhorne Rd., Lynchburg
Mailing address: P.O. Box 3231, Lynchburg VA 24503
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